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3rd September 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Firstly, I want to take this opportunity to welcome you all to the new academic year 2021 / 2022. I hope 

you all had a wonderful summer break despite the more autumnal feel that August delivered. 

The last 18 months have been incredibly turbulent for us all and we are certainly looking forward to a 

more normal and consistent year ahead. Your support to the school during the Coronavirus pandemic 

was incredible.  I would like to thank you all, on behalf of myself and the rest of the team, for your kind 

words and generosity at the end of last year.   

If you are new to our school, welcome! The team looks forward to getting to know your family as the 

year goes on.  

I will not repeat all the information I put into the last letter of the summer term, this letter can be found 

on our website in the ‘News and Events’ tab, letters home, end of term.  As always, I like to keep you 

updated of any new advice or information from the Department of Education so I have taken a few of 

the most relevant key points from their most recent update on 27th August.  

Attendance 

DFE states: 

 School attendance is mandatory.  

 It is a parent’s duty to ensure that their child attends the school they are registered at.  

 It is school’s responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence.  

Here at Nursling we track all levels of attendance and work with any family to help re-engage a child if 

they are feeling anxious or reluctant to come to school. As well as our own fantastic ELSA team, we 

work closely with other professionals to support families with regular attendance. If you are in need of 

support, please get in touch. The Headteacher meets with families where there is a concern and will 

follow the Hampshire Code of Practice for attendance issuing fixed penalty notices when necessary. No 

holiday will be authorised during term time. This is routine practice across all Romsey Schools.  

 



 

                                                                                         
The Lord says “I will guide you along the best pathway of your life.  

I will advise you and watch over you.” 

  

 

Mixing and ‘bubbles’ 

DFE states: 

‘It is no longer a recommendation to keep children in consistent groups (bubbles). As well as enabling 

flexibility in curriculum delivery, this also means that assemblies can resume and we no longer need to 

make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch. However, all schools should have a 

contingency plan in case it becomes necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary period.’  

Here at Nursling, the children have become used to socialising in much smaller numbers. Therefore, we 

are going to have a mixed approach choosing appropriate times to be altogether as a whole school, key 

stage group or class. During the pandemic, having Collective Worship over Google Meet enabled us to 

have longer learning time before break. Being in smaller groups during free time also puts some 

children more at ease and feeling less daunted.  

Test and Trace 

DFE states: 

 Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace, education settings will no longer 

be expected to undertake contact tracing.  

 Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive 

case and/or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact.  

 Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with 

COVID-19, or are in a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

 They are fully vaccinated 

 They are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 They have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

 They are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons. 

 Staff who do not need to isolate and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months 

who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to 

attend school as normal.  

 Children are not expected to wear face coverings within school but it is expected and 

recommended that these are worn when travelling on public or dedicated transport.  

Here at Nursling, we will continue to work with health protection teams and the local authority in the 

case of a local breakout.  

Control Measures 

DFE states that we should: 

 Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 

 Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes 

 Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 

 Follow Public Health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-

19. 



 

                                                                                         
The Lord says “I will guide you along the best pathway of your life.  

I will advise you and watch over you.” 

  

 

Here at Nursling, we will do all of the above.  

 

Face Coverings 

 

DFE states: 

 

 Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in 

communal areas. 

 The Government has removed the requirement to wear face covering in law but expects and 

recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may come into 

contact with people you don’t normally meet.  

Here at Nursling we understand that there are members of our community who still feel vulnerable and 

wish to wear a facemask when on school site. If you choose not to wear a mask, please ensure you keep 

good social distance and follow the one-way system that we are going to continue to use.  

If you have an arranged meeting, via the school office, with a member of staff please bring a mask with 

you to wear. We did a great job protecting each other throughout the pandemic and we want to 

continue to be vigilant.  Children using provided transport must wear a mask.  

It has been a wonderful day in school today and we have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming the children 

back into a more normal routine. Our first whole school assembly in 18 months was held this morning 

and we celebrated having our whole school family back together, including Nala who sat beautifully at 

the back of the hall.  

Thank you in advance for coming to meet the teacher today and signing the home-school agreement. 

The power-point for this is on the class website for you to read in advance. Our class pages will continue 

to be updated with information as the year goes on.  

Next week, the children will have a great week in school focussing on Love, one of our Christian Values. 

There will be a variety of different tasks and activities with a particular focus on RE, Art, DT and PSHE.  

All the children will have the opportunity to do some cooking. Keep an eye open for work on display in 

the classroom windows! Highlights of the week will be shared in our first newsletter of the year, which 

will go out next Friday.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs J Jearrad 

Headteacher 

 


