
KS2 Grammar, Punctuation
and Spelling at Nursling



Please write on a post it:

Any specific difficulties your child has with 
spelling e.g. th/f or key words- wen and whent.

Any challenges you face in supporting your child

With spelling or any questions you’d like 
answered.



Aims of the afternoon

• To tell you about the grammar,  
punctuation and spelling expectations for
KS2.

• To share spelling strategies you can use 
at home

• To share the Key Stage 2 grammar, 
punctuation and spelling test.



What makes spelling so 
difficult?

26 letters of the alphabet

44 sounds or phonemes

19 vowel sounds

25 consonant sounds

Sounds can be represented by more than one letter-
shop

One sound can be represented in different ways: shop, 
sugar, tissue, chef

One spelling can represent different sounds: book and 
moon



Research





The importance of a multi-sensory approach to 
spelling.

O’Sullivan and Thomas found that effective teaching of spelling involved helping 
children develop a variety of spelling strategies, helping children discuss and 

investigate the semantic and syntactic features of words and sharing information with 
parents. 

Dyslexia International promotes a multi-sensory approach to spelling which uses 
techniques which link what pupils see in front of them (the visual modality) with what 
they hear (the auditory modality), what they feel around their throat and what they 

feel in their hand when they write each letter and word (the manual-kinaesthetic 
modality) in order to improve memory and awareness.

The Orton-Gillingham approach emphasises the importance of an approach to spelling 
that is personalised, systematic, multi-sensory, meta-cognitive (about how we learn) 
includes direct instruction (teaching spelling rules and patterns), applied linguistics 

(grammar, syntax and semantics) and linguistic (writing) competence. 



Grammar and Punctuat ion in

Reception

• The use of correct grammar is modelled  through 

speech in the first instance and then through reading 

and writing.

• We expect the children to use the correct forms of past, 

present and  future tense when talking about events  

and to express themselves effectively  showing 

awareness of the listeners  needs.



Spelling in Reception

• Know all of the individual letter

sounds and names.

• They should know all of the  phonemes 

taught in phases 2 and 3  for example:

ch sh ai or igh ee   ow  th  ng  oa oo



Investigations

Practise and Apply

Find a pattern/rule (position 

within a word/letter friends).

Discuss the most common

spelling or the ‘best bet’



Grammar and Punctuat ion

Years 3 to 6: 

Revise prefixes and suffixes- un- re- -ly, -ful –ness –ed 

Letter strings )shun) station, passion, magician



Grammar and Punctuat ion

Apostrophes
• Apostrophes indicate missing  

letters/contractions.

is not

I will

isn’t

I’ll

• Apostrophes indicate possession.

The dog’s bowl was full of biscuits.



Grammar and Punctuat ion

Word classes

• Nouns

cat, Ben

• Adjectives.

red

• Verbs

kick, feel

• Adverbs

peacefully, carefully, tomorrow, today



Grammar  and Punctuat ion

Sentence Types

• Simple sentence (Main Clause)

The dragon guarded the cave.
Contains a subject, object and verb.

• Compound sentence

The dragon guarded the cave and he  
scratched the ground near the 
entrance.

• Conjunctions

because so but



Complex Sentences

Embedded relative clause:

My bike, which is very old, is broken. 

Subordinate clause:

Even though the broccoli was covered in cheddar cheese, Emily 
refused to eat it.



Spelling

Taught using no-nonsense 
spelling on a 3/2 basis. 

Year 3 and 4 & 5 and 6 have

common exception words.



Spelling Strategies used at 

school

Look, say, cover, write, check

This is probably the most common strategy used to learn 

spellings. 
Look: first look at the whole word carefully and if there is one 
part of the word that is difficult, look at that part in more detail. 
Say: say the word as you look at it, using different ways of 
pronouncing it if that will make it more memorable. 
Cover: cover the word. 
Write: write the word from memory, saying the word as you do 
so. 
Check: Have you got it right? If yes, try writing it again and again! 
If not, start again – look, say, cover, write, check. 



Trace, copy and replicate 
(and then check) 

This is a similar learning process to ‘look, say, cover, write, check’ but is 
about developing automaticity and muscle memory. 

Write the word out on a sheet of paper ensuring that it is spelt correctly and 
it is large enough to trace over. Trace over the word and say it at the same 
time. Move next to the word you have just written and write it out as you say 
it. Turn the page over and write the word as you say it, and then check that 
you have spelt it correctly. 

If this is easy, do the same process for two different words at the same time. 
Once you have written all your words this way and feel confident, miss out 
the tracing and copying or the tracing alone and just write the words. 



Segmentation strategy 

The splitting of a word into its constituent phonemes in 
the correct order to support spelling. 



Quickwrite 

Writing the words linked to the teaching focus with speed and 
fluency. The aim is to write as many words as possible within a 
time constraint. 

Pupils can write words provided by the teacher or generate their 
own examples. For example, in two minutes write as many 
words as possible with the /iː/ phoneme. 

This can be turned into a variety of competitive games including 
working in teams and developing relay race approaches. 



Drawing around the word to 
show the shape 

Draw around the words making a clear distinction in size where 
there are ascenders and descenders. Look carefully at the shape 

of the word and the letters in each box. Now try to write the 
word making sure that you get the same shape. 



Drawing an image around the 
word 

This strategy is all about making a word memorable. It links to meaning in 
order to try to make the spelling noticeable. 

You can’t use this method as your main method of learning 

spellings, but it might work on those that are just a little 

more difficult to remember. 



Words without vowels 

This strategy is useful where the vowel choices are the 
challenge in the words. Write the words without the 
vowels and pupils have to choose the correct grapheme 
to put in the space. For example, for the word field: 

f ld 



Pyramid words 

This method of learning words forces you to think of each letter separately. 

You can then reverse the process so that you end up with a diamond. 



Other strategies 

Other methods can include: 

• Rainbow writing. Using coloured pencils in different ways can 
help to make parts of words memorable. You could highlight the 
tricky parts of the word or write the tricky part in a different 
colour. You could also write each letter in a different colour, or 
write the word in red, then overlay in orange, yellow and so on. 

• Making up memorable ‘silly sentences’ containing the word 

• Saying the word in a funny way – for example, pronouncing the 
‘silent’ letters in a word 

• Clapping and counting to identify the syllables in a word. 







KS2 Spelling Test



How do we assess your child’s writing?

•We use the SPAG tests to see if 
your child has met the expected 
standard.

•We use samples of their writing 
from March-June to reach a 
conclusion on which “band” they 
have achieved. 

•We use writing framework 
statements and we moderate your 
child’s writing to see if they have 
used/met them as a school, as a 
cluster of schools and we have 
external moderators come into 
school too. 



Helping at home

• Reading

• Spoken language

• Homework

• Websites

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/

http://www.funenglishgames.com/games.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/literacy/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

