
Newsletter 7 - 22nd October 2021 

Dear Parents,  
 
As we arrive at a much needed half term break, I thought it 
would be nice to reflect on a few positives from this term! 
 
The Children 
We are so proud at the way all our children have settled back 
into school since September. They are so pleased to be back 
with their friends and school family and have made a great 
start to the year. 
 
The Local Authority 
Have been in school this half term to run interviews for new 
LA inspectors. It was a privilege to be asked and a pleasure to 
be part of the process. The candidates had to do a learning 
walk and were tasked to focus on what the learning looked 
like for all pupils. Was it engaging and accessible for all? I was 
delighted to receive some excellent feedback and had many 
comments regarding what a calm, caring and happy school 
Nursling is. 
 
Parents Evening 
Despite the issue with power cuts, we had many positive 
comments about the efficiency of parents evening being run 
virtually. Parents were able to log in from work and home, 
parents who were poorly were still able to attend and 
children were kept entertained in the home environment 
whilst the parents and teachers could talk openly in private.  
 
PTA 
It is very exciting to have a full team ready and raring to 
support the school to raise money that will benefit every child 
in the school! These are exciting times and I am looking 
forward to working with you all especially as we have an 
exciting project underway for a new play area. Please do get 
involved if you can! Our PTA is a charity and can accept 
donations so if you work for a company looking to support a 
local charity, we would love to hear from you.  

Learning to Love. Building Resilience. Taking Responsibility. 

The Lord says "I will guide you along the best pathway of your life. I will advise you and watch over you."  

Psalm 32:08 NLT  
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What’s On Next Week 

Half term 25th-29th 

October 

Y5 Greeks workshop 

with local historian, Paul 

Ullson 

2nd 

November 

Virtual Year R Phonics 

workshop, 9am  

5th 

November 

Thought of the Week 

 



Harvest Festival 

We were really proud of all the children on Wednesday walking up to church and then sharing their 
Harvest Festival work, poems and prayers with each other.  It was very special being able to go to 
church for a service once again.  
 
Thank you, Reverend Graham, for talking to us all about seeds and how things grow.  

Headteacher’s Message  

Learning is fun! 
Not only did we kick start the school year with 'Love Week' which was a fantastic week of cooking, art 
activities and coming back together as a whole school community but so many other inspiring 
activities have helped to engage children in their learning. Year 6 have had film night and Year 5 were 
particularly excited to find that an alien had invaded their classroom!  
 
School Trips 
We have had so many trips go out this half term and it has been very exciting for the children to have 
the opportunity to learn new things away from the classroom. We have had trips to Stonehenge, Role 
Play Village, Winchester Science Centre and Year 6 swimming to name just a few. 
 
 
Nala 
Has been really busy in school, helping Year R to settle by joining in with story, play and tummy time. 
She has enjoyed getting attention from children across the school who have been sent to see me with 
fabulous work or even just because they turned things around by making the right choices.  
 
Governors 
After two years of virtual meetings, we welcomed our Governors back into school this term so that 
they could come in and talk to the staff and children face to face. It is great to have a degree of 
normality back again! 
 
Wishing you all a very happy, well deserved half term break.  
Keep safe and well and we will see you back in school on 1st November. 
Mrs Jearrad 



Cyril Squirrel Awards 

This weeks Cyril’s awards go to: 

Year 1 

Oscar for his resilience in P.E. We had the equipment out and Oscar kept 
going even though he was stuck on a ramp, he worked out how to get to 
the top and travel across before sliding back down.  

Indie for her resourcefulness. During our writing, Indie was creating her 
own story and decided to use the resources around her in the room to 
help come up with her ideas, then sat down and concentrated until she was happy with what she had 
done. 

Year 2 

Ben - Responsible - Ben has been trying very hard this week. We have been proud to see that he is 
taking pride in his work and is visibly trying his best in all subjects, but particularly English. Well done 
Ben.  
 
Harry - Resilient - Harry is a very hard-working boy, he is full of questions and is always willing to learn 
and find out new things. I have been really pleased with Harry's progress this term, he has been trying 
hard to achieve his targets. Great job Harry.  
 

Year 3 

Erin for being responsible in her learning, for trying super hard in everything she does and being an 
awesome Spiritual Leader in Church for the Harvest Festival.  
 
Oliver for being responsible, resourceful and resilient. He has tried so hard to practise his spellings and 
to put them in his writing, he is trying so hard with his reading. He is being such a great learner- well 
done Oliver! 
 

Year 4 

Mr Booth is really pleased with the responsibility that Olivia shows every day for her learning. She comes in, 
always smiling and quickly prepares for each lesson. She has tried her hardest in all of her subjects this half 
term. I am particularly impressed with how she always has a go at trying to answer the questions. Keep it 
up next half term Olivia ! 
 
Mr Booth is also really impressed with the resilience and attitude of Finley in my class. Finley tries his 
hardest is English and his maths and always reflects on how to improve- a sign is a true learner! 
 

Year 5 

Megan for being responsible for her learning. She has shown amazing consistency this half term and 
always comes in extremely prepared. Keep it up Megan!  
 
Luke for being a reflective learner. He has shown amazing reflection this half term especially in English. 
He has been taking every bit of feedback and advice on board. Keep up the good work Luke!  
 

Year 6 

Keelie-Mae - resourceful. Keelie has shown real accountability for her work this week 
by using the resources she has around her to help write some brilliant work in English! 
Well done 
 
Rhys - responsibility. Rhys is working really hard on his handwriting and it is clear to 
see in his books. Keep up the brilliant work.  



Cyril’s Den Star of the Week 

This weeks Stars are: 

Billy for actively participating and always trying to make the 
right choices in breakfast club. Well done Billy. 

Evie for her resilience and attitude in after school club. She 
has listened to feedback and shown creative and innovative 
new ideas thinking about how to adapt to change more easily. Evie has also 
used her initiative in clearing up around Cyril's' den, without being asked. She 
has been a pleasure to have in afterschool club this week. Keep up the great 
work Evie! 

Following parental complaints and with Covid cases so high in the community can 
we please remind parents, carers, and grandparents to please follow the one way 
system in place when dropping off and collecting children from School.  
 
Enter the school grounds via the main blue gates and walk round to the left of the 
school building past Cyril’s Den to drop off or collect older children first. Please then 
leave the school grounds by following the path on the field to the gate which opens 
into the walkway that is on the right of the School. There are signs around school to 
guide you. Following the one way system avoids any congestion with families 
entering and leaving via the same gate and helps to keep us all safe.  

One Way System 

Menu Change 

The winter menu starts after the half term holiday, and the week beginning 1st 

November is week one on the menu. However, please note the vegetarian 

option on Tuesday 2nd November will be vegetarian burger. This is due to a 

supply issue with the vegetarian sausages and them being unavailable to 

order this week.  

Wanted! 

If you have any outgrown pants, tight, socks or PE kit for children aged 4-6 years 
we would gratefully receive them as our stocks are running low.  

 

If you child has is given spare clothes please wash them and then return them to 
school. 

Thank you 

Learning Leaders 

Mr Booth met with the new learning leaders from each classroom on Thursday. They were 
congratulated on being chosen to represent the point of view of the classmates. The leaders discussed 
how to improve the playground facilities, markings and activities and how to improve the hot school 
dinner menu. 
 
Terri, our cook gave a talk about the menu and listened to some of the discussions. The Learning 
leaders will discuss the issues with their class over the next weeks and meet again in November. 



Great Solent Birdwatch 

Students and their families across southern Hampshire are invited to join this year's Great Solent 

Birdwatch at half-term. This citizen science project aims to get children and adults involved with wildlife 

on their doorstep. Those taking part will boost their knowledge of coastal birds in their local area as 

well as contributing valuable data on bird life.  

The annual event, organised by Bird Aware Solent, celebrates the arrival of migratory birds which 

spend the winter on the Solent. In previous years, more than 70 different species have been counted 

with dark-bellied brent geese topping the chart for numbers.  

How to take part  

To take part in this year s birdwatch, children and their families should spend one hour counting the 

number of birds seen from any spot on the Solent coast at any time between Saturday 23 October 

and Sunday 31 October. This area stretches from Lymington right through to West Wittering in the 

East.  

They can then share their results on a special Great Solent Birdwatch website. The Great Solent 

Birdwatch website has more details about how to take part and lots of information about local coastal 

birds.  

Everyone is welcome to take part in the annual Great Solent Birdwatch whether they're a wildlife 

experts or an absolute beginner who has been inspired to try birdwatching for the very first time. All 

participants are asked to make sure they take care to share our shores with wildlife and don t disturb 

the birds during their birdwatching session.  

Photo competition  

This years Great Solent Birdwatch includes a photo competition 

where children and adults can submit their best photos of the 

birds and their surroundings. The winners in each category will 

receive a 40 voucher as a prize.  

Keep a look out for Bird Aware Solent rangers during Great 
Solent Birdwatch: they will be out-and-about on the Solent 
coast to give participants advice and bird spotting tips. 

Remembrance Poppies 

Year 6 will be selling poppies will be on sale in school 

after half term for Remembrance Day on the 11th 

November. All money raised will be collected by the 

Royal British Legion.  

 

Absence and Lateness 

Please can we remind you to report your child’s absence before 9am with by leaving 
a message on the answerphone or via ParentMail, giving a reason for your child’s 
absence. If absence is not reported for safeguarding reasons you will receive a text 
message and if not responded to, a phone call to check everything is ok. 
 

Also, if you arrive late in the morning please come to the School Office so that the register can be 
updated and lunches ordered.   



PTA Update 

Our first PTA AGM in a couple of years was held this morning in 
Cyril's Den and we are delighted to announce that for the first 
time in a while, we have a full committee! 
 
Isla Lipscomb - Chair 
Kerrie Hemsley - Vice Chair 
Lisa Mallen - Treasurer 
Lizzie Knight - Secretary 
Hayley Richards - Committee Member 
Michelle Carter - Committee Member  
 
If you didn't make this one, you are always more than welcome to come to the next meeting. There is 
no expectation for you to be able to attend every meeting but any support you can offer to help raise 
money for the new play equipment project will be much appreciated! Loads of new ideas discussed 
and we can see an exciting journey ahead! 

 
Dates for your Diaries... 
 
Friday 5th November in Cyril's Den at 9am.  The agenda for that 
meeting will be all about the Christmas Fair.  
 
Friday 10th December, 3:15 - 5:30pm is the Christmas Fair. If you would 
like to run a stall or can help out in any way, please contact Isla and the 
team on: nurslingprimarypta@gmail.com 
 
Christmas shopping? Use AmazonSmile. An easy way to help us raise 
money for the school, at no cost to you! 

 

How do I shop with AmazonSmile? 

To use AmazonSmile, simply go 

to smile.amazon.co.uk on your web browser or 

activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping 

app on your iOS or Android phone within the 

Settings or Programmes & Features menu. On 

your web browser, you can add a bookmark 

to smile.amazon.co.uk to make it even easier to 

return and start your shopping at with 

AmazonSmile. 

How do I activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon 

Shopping app? 

AmazonSmile is available for Amazon customers 

with the latest version of the Amazon Shopping 

app on their mobile phone, including Android 

devices with version 7.0+ or iOS devices with version 12+. To activate AmazonSmile in the Amazon 

Shopping app, simply tap on “AmazonSmile” within the Programmes & Features menu or Settings and 

follow the on-screen instructions. 

Cauliflower Cards 

Due to a delay in the collection of cards you if you took a photo or made a note of the school number 

and unique number on your child’s artwork you will be able to order cards and other personalised 

items until Sunday 24th October. So far we have raised an amazing £220.50 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


Book Trust’s Great Books 2021 

 

Age 4-5 

Just One of Those Days by Jill Murphy  

Everyone in the Bear household wakes up late one morning. When Baby Bear 
gets to Nursery, someone plays with his favourite dinosaur AND drinks out of 
his favourite red cup. Meanwhile, Mrs Bear has sat on her glasses and fallen 
asleep at her desk, and Mr Bear has spilled coffee all over some papers.  
 
Completely relatable for families with little ones, there’s a comforting feel to 
Jill Murphy’s picture books that remind us that, even if we’ve had a tough 
day, there’s always something simple like a cup of tea, a pizza or a cuddle, 
which will make it all right.  
 
Age 6-7 
Squishy McFluff: On with the Show! By Pip Jones 
Ava and her best friend Squishy McFluff, the invisible cat, are thrilled to hear 
that Bing’s Big Top Circus is in town. Ava and Squishy are supposed to be 
helping Mum clear out the garden shed, and if they do a good job, Mum and 
Dad will take them to the circus in the evening. 
 
But when celebrity clown Hank Honk doesn’t turn up, Ava and Squishy find 
themselves starring in the show rather than just watching it! Ava and 
Squishy’s adventures are fun, engaging and a great way to enjoy a shared 
story and to encourage the first steps towards independent reading. 
 
Age 8-9 
The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Q. Rauf 
Hector is a bully. He particularly dislikes teacher’s pet Mei Lei, and hates a 
local homeless man, Thomas. 
 
When a spate of London landmark sculptures are suddenly stolen, Hector 
reports Thomas to the police, but realises he’s got it horribly wrong. 
Accepting he needs Mei Lei’s help, Hector must race against time to make 
sure justice is done - and that’s not the only think he needs to change. 
 
An engrossing story that will help children understand and think deeply 
about those whose lives are impacted by homelessness  - but with a wider 
message about the power of kindness, friendship, empathy and how 
everyone has the potential to change for the better. 
 
Age 10-11 
When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle 
It’s 1941, and 12 year old Joseph is sent from Yorkshire to stay with his gran’s 
friend, Mrs F, in the city. She’s a gruff, unfriendly woman and he’s an angry 
boy who feels totally abandoned.  
 
In the centre of the Blitz, the only thing Mrs F cares about is the rundown zoo 
that she owns, particularly a huge silverback gorilla called Adonis. Adonis and 
Joseph take an immediate dislike to each other but over the course of the 
story, their bonds deepen to a remarkable relationship.  
 
This is a beautifully written historical adventure that will take readers on an 
emotional and exciting journey.  
 



Diary Dates…...  

Year 6 Milestones trip 

Year 3 Iron Age workshop with Paul Ullson 

9th November 

Virtual Year R Phonics workshop, 9am  12th November 

Year 4 bones and skulls workshop with Paul Ullson 16th November 

Year 6 Evacuee Suitcase workshop with Paul Ullson 17th November 

Virtual Year R Phonics workshop, 9am  19th November 

2021-2022 INSET days are on: 

INSET Days 2021-2022 

Fed up with making packed lunches? Why not order a school dinner?  

Children choose from a vegetarian or meat option, and cost £2.50 for a freshly 
cooked main meal and pudding, payable via Scopay. Special diets can be catered for 
by prior arrangement. If your child has an allergy or any dietary needs please speak to 
the School Office about applying for a Special Diet Menu.  

For your convenience here is a link to the School Dinner menu. https://documents.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/
primarymenu-april2021.pdf The week beginning the 1st November is week 1 in the cycle.  

School Dinners 

Spring Term Friday 18th February 

Spring Term Monday 28th February 

Summer Term Friday 27th May 

Summer Term Monday 6th June 

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/primarymenu-april2021.pdf
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/primarymenu-april2021.pdf

