
Newsletter 22 - 12th March 2021 

Dear all our Nursling Families, 
 
I am delighted to be able to use the words "WELCOME BACK INTO SCHOOL!" 
What a first week it has been. The children have been so happy to be able to be with their friends 
again and this has enabled them to settle in so well.  
 
All the staff have loved having the children in school to interact with them face to face and the school 
feels alive and vibrant again!  
 
We hope your week has been good for you having the children 
back in school routine and that, at the very least, you have been 
able to enjoy a hot cup of coffee in peace and quiet! 
 
Wishing you all a very happy weekend! 
 
Mrs Jearrad 

 
 

Teddy Bears! 
 

As a school and with support from our local community, we wanted to do something special for our 
children to say a huge well done for taking responsibility for their learning during lockdown and 
showing great resilience when returning to school.   
 
A special thank you goes to the residents of Grove Place who, not only made weekly donations to help 
with the community hampers, but also made cash donations to “put a smile on the children’s faces.”   
 
Today, every child at Nursling C of E Primary School has been presented with a teddy bear. A symbol 
of love, hope & courage, the values we share altogether. 
 
With the teddy bear is a poem and prayer sheet as a 
special keepsake for all they have been through this past 
year.  
 
We would love to hear from you if this bear has put a 
smile on the face of your child today! 



Staff News 

It is with a heavy heart that we inform you that after 21 years of service, 
Mrs Barker, Teaching Assistant in Year 1, will be retiring at the end of April. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Barker for seeing us 
through the third lockdown before deciding the time is right to go.  

We are sure you will all join us in wishing Mrs Barker a very happy 
retirement, when the time comes. 

School Dinners 

For your convenience here is a link to the School Dinner menu. The week 
beginning the 15th March is week 2 in the cycle. 

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/HC3S/PrimaryMenu-November2020.pdf  

Return to School Curriculum 
 
Thank you very much for your responses to the parent mail questionnaire, you still have time to 
complete it if you have not already done so. Thank you also for all your support with home learning, 
you have all done an amazing job in such difficult circumstances.  
 
We would like to reassure you that we are doing everything in our power to support your child as they 
come back to school and settle down after another long lockdown.  
 
We are aware many of you are worried about lost learning as well as your child's mental health and 
well-being. As a school, with the support of our governors, we have made the very important decision 
to spend the next four weeks leading up to Easter finding out exactly where each child is in their 
learning journey. We have put aside a least an hour and a half for each child so we can work 1:1 with 
them to find out what their gaps are in Maths, English and reading. This will be done at various points 
in the day and for short bursts of time.  
 
We have decided to do it this way so that children are not faced with unnecessary tests as they come 
back to school. The baseline assessments we have carried out so far have been very positive and the 
children and staff alike are really enjoying the time spent together reading and playing games.  
 
All teaching for the next four weeks is based upon consolidating and revisiting key skills that the 
children encountered during lockdown. This is to make sure they are secure in their learning and to 
give us the time we need to carry out the baseline assessments.  
 
We have modified the timetable into 30-minute slots, so the children are able to build their stamina 
because we know that learning at home looked very different from what we usually do at school. We 
have added extra brain breaks and short bursts of physical activity to help children stay on the move 
and remain focussed.  
 
In the afternoons we have included different activities to help build the children's confidence, support 
their mental health and well-being as well as making sure we continue with our broad and balanced 
Nursling curriculum.  
 
Once we return after Easter, we will use this rich information to plan and deliver meaningful lessons to 
ensure all children make progress and have the key skills and firm foundations to build upon when 
they transition into their next year group.  
 
We feel this is best for our children and teachers at this time, thank you for all your support and we 
look forward to sharing this information with you in time.  
 
Amber Cole, Deputy Headteacher 

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/HC3S/PrimaryMenu-November2020.pdf


Cyril Squirrel Awards  
 

 
This weeks Cyril’s awards go to: 
 
Year R 
Kayleigh, for settling back into school quickly and being ready to learn. We are so proud of how much 
learning Kayleigh has retained during the lockdown. Keep up the fantastic work Kayleigh! 
 
Vihaan, for demonstrating amazing resilience with his writing since coming back to school. He has 
persevered with all areas of his learning, but we are especially proud of his writing efforts. Keep up the 
great work! 
 
Year 1 
Tommy for his resilience in coming back to school and Norah for her resilience and not giving up in 
her phonics work. 
 
 
Year 2 
Peter has been brilliant coming back to school, he has shown amazing resilience in attempting and 
finishing all his work.  
 
Jaiden  has been responsible for his learning, trying as hard as possible to be independent. 
 
Year 3 
Ryden – for being a responsible learner. Ryden has returned to school eager to learn and has worked 
hard all week. He is always ready to learn and gets on with his tasks quietly and conscientiously. He 
listens carefully and takes responsibility for himself and his learning. Well done Ryden! 

Harrison P – for being respectful. Harrison has displayed great learning behaviours all week and this 
was noticed by our visitor on Tuesday who praised Harrison for being respectful during his morning 
with the class. Harrison has remembered the ways we behave when we are in school and has been 
ready to learn. Well done Harrison! 
 
Year 4 
Archie and Alisha have come back to school with an excellent attitude to their learning and a huge 
smile on their faces about being back in the class room setting. 

 
Year 5 
Rhys for all his amazing hard work over lockdown and being responsible for his learning, his 
enthusiasm for being back at school and trying hard all week in school. An amazing Cyril Squirrel! 
 
Kc for trying hard with his learning and being really resilient with his handwriting this week, Mrs Cole 
has been a hard task master but he has risen to the challenge! 
 
Year 6 
Jude was very reflective this week when Paul Ullson came to visit. He remembered the work we did 
with him before Christmas and was able to apply it to our new topic. 
 
Lily slipped effortlessly back into school this week and showed she was 
responsible for her learning by ensuring she had everything she needs to 
make each lesson count! 



Messages for class teachers via the school office 
 
We would like to respectfully ask for your cooperation when leaving a message at the school office for 
teacher contact. Without the following information, your message will get a 
delayed response.   
 
The office must be informed, with no exception: 
 Name of class teacher they would like to contact 
 Name of child it is with regard to 
 A brief outline of the reason contact with the class teacher is needed.  
 
Class teachers are extremely busy at the end of the school day and messages will be prioritised. If you 
choose not to outline the reason for contact to the office team, you will experience a delay in receiving 
a response from the class teacher. 
 
A reminder that teachers will not respond to any emails sent to their Google Classroom email. This is 
now inactive now that the children are back at school.  

Red Nose Day 

RND takes place on 19
th

 March. We have set up a just giving page so if your child 

wants to come into school that day wearing something red you can make a 

donation online. The link to donate is: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

nurslingcofeprimaryschool 

Message from Southampton City Mission 
 

On Thursday volunteers from Southampton City Mission collected the leftover 
donations from the Community Hamper Scheme school ran during the 3rd 
national lockdown. They have asked us to say a huge thank you to all the staff 
and families that have participated and made this happen 

This afternoon in Year 5…. 
 

Last half term, during lockdown we read The Explorer. Today we had a taste of bugs! 
 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nurslingcofeprimaryschool
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nurslingcofeprimaryschool


World Book Day  

 
We started the day with celebration assembly where we saw everyone's amazing costumes. Mrs Cole 
explained to us that every teacher had brought in a mysterious object and that as a whole school we 
were going to be authors and write our own story! It has been so much fun. We will publish the story 
next week.  
 
Every class in school had a virtual lesson from the author Maz Evans and have found out about her 
different books and ideas on how to write stories.  
 
We planned and made our own book trailers using imovie on the ipads. We had DEAR (Drop 
Everything and Read) sessions too.  
 
It has been a great way to finish our first week back in school.  



Diary Dates…...  

March  

Year R Vision checks 

Year R, 1, 2 and 4 doing yoga 

15th March 

Year 3 yoga 16th March 

Red Nose Day 

Year 5 and 6 yoga 

19th March 

INSET Days 2020-2021 

 Friday 28
th
 May 2021  

 Monday 7th June 2021  

School Term & Holiday Dates 2020-2021 

Spring Term 2021 

Monday 4th January = First Day of Spring Term 

Monday 15th February-19th February 2021 = Half Term 

Tuesday 23rd February = First day back for pupils after half term. 

Thursday 1st April = Last Day of Spring Term 

Summer Term 2021 

Monday 19th April = First day back for pupils 

Monday 3rd May  = Bank Holiday 

Monday 31st May-4th June 2021  = Half Term 

Friday 23rd July  = Last day of term 


