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A Message from the Chair of Governors
Yesterday, while visiting school to drop off supplies for hampers, I had the privilege of seeing the key
worker children and members of our school staff – all at a safe distance as I stood outside away from
the open windows.
Along with all governors, I am missing the opportunity to come into school to observe learning in
action, and talk to the children – always a delight. Yesterday showed children in both bubbles on task
and engaged in their activities, with adults supporting them. One group had just been following the
Joe Wickes programme in the hall, the other group were pursuing guided reading at their own pace.
Mrs Jearrad told me about a hot chocolate round she had organised when school felt chilly! It was
lovely to touch base, if only in passing, with some of the amazing Nursling Team.
All of our governor meetings are virtual for the time being, with all governors making every effort to
attend them. I am developing my IT skills, thankful that several governors are able to coach me! Mrs
Jearrad and Mrs Cole report the detail of the school’s responses to this ever-changing situation, so
that we are able to stay up to speed, if from a distance. I know you will echo our thanks and
appreciation to the team, as they continually adapt and adjust, taking on new roles and responsibilities
as the school needs them. This week sees the start of lateral flow testing for all adults in schools, the
latest operational challenge for our school leaders.
I know that many of you are facing incredible challenges at this time, ranging from missing family and
friends, having to completely reorganise your daily routines, and juggling finances. Rev Dixon opens all
of our meetings in prayer, and his focus is always on the changing needs of our school and its
community at this time. Every member of the board shares those thoughts.
With all good wishes

Christine Slater
Chair of Governors
Thought of the week

Website Update
This week we have updated the School website to
include a Covid 19 page. This can be found under
the Parents Information tab of using this link https://
www.nurslingprimary.co.uk/parents-information/
coronavirus-covid-19/
You will find information about remote learning,
critical care and ways we are supporting our families
during the pandemic.

Mental Health Week 1st Feb—5th Feb
Next week is children’s mental health week.
There are lots of resources online from ‘Place2Be’ website.
Use the Winnie the Pooh picture to share how you and your child are
feeling.
It might help to open a discussion and support you in finding a resolution.
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
A Snowy Sunday
We hope the snowy blanket we woke up to on Sunday provided some light entertainment for children
and families during these challenging times. Mr Goddard took these photos of the school on Sunday. I
wonder what type of bird made these tracks?

After the sad news that Mrs Pond is retiring, we welcome to the Nursling family, our new ELSA
(Emotional Literacy Support Assistant), Mrs Bond. Mrs Bond is an experienced ELSA who will work with
children if they have any thoughts or feeling which worry them or make them sad. Mrs Bond has
already started working with the children attending critical care in school during lockdown and is
providing support to children at home remotely via video or telephone calls.

Food Bank Update!
Thank you again for all your support and
donations… Our need is growing so we do
appreciate all you can do to help. This week
items of need include:


Toilet rolls



Eggs



Pasta sauce



Crisps



Tins of tuna / spaghetti hoops / soup

We have a small grant allocated to help any
family who is struggling with keeping warm over
the winter months.
Please contact the School Office if you can't
afford to purchase warm coats, shoes, blankets or
fuel to heat your home and we will see what we
can do to support you.

Online Cyril Squirrel Award
We would like to celebrate the children that regularly join their class Google meet and that complete
all their work and send it back on time.
Year R
For always being ready to learn and gaining the confidence to share ideas on our Zoom sessions.
Niamh has demonstrated great resilience with her phonics work and always thinks of extra home
learning ideas! We are so proud of you Niamh. Keep up the great work!
Year 1
Ava - Rose for being responsible. Ava-Rose can't be on every Google Meet because of her Mum’s
work commitments but she will always be there when she can. Ava-Rose is having to block her work
together at home but is always working her best to get all of her work done even if it means having to
do English or Maths for a whole day! Keep going Ava-Rose!

Year 2
Jaiden has been incredible this week taking responsibility for his own learning at home. He has even
been setting himself extra work to do! Well done Jaiden.
Year 3
Mrs Payne is very proud of the whole class and found choosing just one Cyril is quite challenging! This
week the online Cyril is Faith for being so responsible and resourceful. She is always attending the
google meets and sharing her fantastic ideas. Faith has also done a lot of extra activities which she
enjoys sharing with the class too.
Year 4
Mr. Booth is really impressed with the effort that Tyler in Class 4 has put into his Google Meets and his
online classwork. It is clear that he is trying his hardest at his work. Keep it up Tyler!
Year 5
Elliott for being ready to learn, coming to Google Meets and sharing his ideas. For being
resourceful and finding out lots of different facts about the Mayans. For being
responsible for his own learning and doing some amazing scratch projects. Well done
Elliott, I am so proud of you!
Year 6
Christina for trying her absolute best. She has shown real resilience when home learning
has been tough at times. Keep doing the best that you can! You - and your classmates - are doing
amazingly and I'm super proud of you.
Well done everyone. Let’s all keep the good work and try to make it even harder for the teacher’s to
pick an Online Cyril next week!
Working from Home…. Pet Style

We have been very impressed with the work being sent in and can see that children are working very
hard at home with parents.
We all know how amazing parents have been supporting their children, but what
about children’s pet supervisors? We would love to hear about how your pets are
helping with home schooling in lockdown. Please
send in your pet’s home schooling photos.
Here is Suzy, Miss Hiscock’s kitten who always keeps
an eye on Katie’s timetable to make sure she doesn’t
miss a Zoom lesson and even volunteered as a
replacement “weight” during Amy’s Zoom PE
physical challenge. Together they managed an
impressive 52 reps!

an

Year 4’s Toucan Art

This week, Year 4 have been collaborating with Mountbatten School and surrounding schools on an
art project. The children learnt about line and texture and drew Toucans with a jungle background.
They used art materials found around their home to paint using the vibrant colours of the bird. Over
the Google Meets, they have been showing and discussing how they draw and painted their birds.

