Newsletter 14 – 18th December 2020

Back to school

Cyril’s 5 R’s Award

What’s on this week
4th Jan
Thought for the Week

There are no awards this
week.

A message to our whole school community,
We have made it! What a term it has been!
A term where the Government’s decisions went forwards and backwards, guidance
continued to arrive daily, (changing more often that we all had hot dinners) and everyone
became experts in the knowledge of tiers, rules and restrictions!
When we get the chance to reflect on this bizarre journey, we have realised that, as a community, we
have a lot to be thankful for. We have an amazing team here at Nursling who have worked tirelessly,
in very challenging circumstances, to put the needs of the children and their families first. We would
not have been able to remain open for the whole of the Autumn Term without the support of you and
our whole school community. Therefore, we wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for doing
your bit to keep us safe and the school open.
We may not be celebrating Christmas like we normally do this year but we wish you all a very safe and
happy time with your immediate family and link bubble group if you have one.
May your heart be lifted in praise this Christmas for the wonderful gift of Jesus and the
joy He brings to our lives. Have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year!
Mrs Jearrad, Mrs Cole and the whole of the Nursling Team.

Year R, 1 and 2 Nativity videos

All the class nativity plays are now available for parents of children in Year R, 1 and 2 to view. Year R’s
play is being shared via Tapestry, and Year 1 and 2 are available on your child’s Google Classroom.
You will need to logon with your child’s username and password as you would for accessing
homework, if viewing via Google Classroom. Please remember these are not to be shared on social
media
The children and staff have been working so hard learning the songs, actions and lines for their class
nativities which were filmed last week. We would like to thank all the staff involved in the organisation
of the plays from organising roles and teaching the songs, making headdresses and organising
costumes, to making backdrops and recording the performance.

Reverse Advert Calendar
Thank you to those who have sent in items for our reverse advent calendar. Southampton City Mission
collected the donations on Thursday and were very grateful. 2020 hasn’t been the easiest of years but
some families have been hit harder and it is
heart warming to see the generosity of our
families during these times.

Have your circumstances changed?
Has your family’s financial situation changed because of Covid? Has your income reduced or have you
been made redundant? If so you may be eligible for Free School Meals. To check eligibility go to the
following site: https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary
Please also remember to inform us if your contact numbers change i.e. home, work or mobile phone
numbers.

Breakfast and After School Clubs
A reminder that we run our popular Breakfast and After School Clubs in Cyril’s
Den. Both clubs run every day that the school is open to pupils. Cyril’s Den is
always bright and cheerful with our frequently changing themed displays.
Breakfast Club
This runs each morning from 7.40am – 8.40am. The cost is £5 per session for
first child, £4 per session per sibling. We offer a variety of breakfast options,
which vary daily, and include cereal and toast.
Activities include construction play and mindfulness colouring.
After School Club
This club runs daily from 3.15pm – 5.45pm. Children are collected from their classrooms. They are
offered a snack and drink and a range of activities including arts and crafts, board games and indoor
and outdoor play. The children always enjoy ‘Waffle Wednesday’ and ‘Pancake and Pokémon Friday’.
Places can be booked on a permanent or ad-hoc basis (subject to availability). Childcare vouchers are
accepted. Please see our school website for more information.
Covid Track and Trace at Nursling
Even though term ends on Friday 18 December, we still need to be made aware, up to 24th
December, if your child tests positive for Covid to enable us to initiate and support track and trace.
Please follow DfE guidance below:


Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed
symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted.
Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.



For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked
to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been
infectious whilst in school.



Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first 6 days
following the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their absence until the first
day of the new term.

We have set up a new email to be used by you to inform the school of any positive test result where
symptoms developed within 48 hours of being in school.
Please email us contactandtrace@nurslingprimary.co.uk and include the following information:

name of the person who has tested positive

school year group

date of positive test

your contact telephone number
This email address will be monitored during the Christmas break until 24 December so that other
parents can be notified of any possible infection risk.
We kindly ask that this email is not used for any other purpose.

He’s Behind You!

On Monday an actor from M & M Productions visited our school, to perform a “socially distanced”
pantomime for Years 1-6. Lower school watched The Wizard of Oz in the hall in 3 performances while
years 4, 5 and 6 watched from the classrooms.
“I liked the Wicked
Witch because
she is powerful
and I liked her
shoes.”
Georgia, Year 2

“The Wizard of Oz
was the best. He
was mad!”
Jaiden, Year 2

“It was clever how
the Wizard kept
jumping in and
out of the screen.”
Faith, Year 3

“The highlight of
2020!”
Mr Booth, Year 4

“This years panto
was different, but
it was still good.”
George, Year 6

“My favourite
person was the
Wizard. He
jumped into the
screen.”
Riley, Year 1

“It was so funny and
exciting. Definitely
better than last year.”
Alexander, Year 4

“The Wizard was the
only person in the
hall with us. All the
other characters
were on video. It
was very clever.”
Rosie, Year 3

Social Media
It has been brought to our attention that there have been negative comments regarding the school on
Facebook again recently. We would like to remind you of the information we have published
regarding this in our Parent/Carer Responsible Use of Social Media Agreement.
Before you post something online about our school or a member of our community ask yourself:








Am I being a good role model for my child?
Will this information reflect badly on me?
Does the school community or individual really need to know this information?
Is this information relevant, helpful and positive?
Will this information upset or embarrass the school community or an individual?
Am I making the situation worse?
Would I like this to be posted about my family?

If things do get heated online consider logging out and taking time to relax.

Christmas Parties

We had a brilliant afternoon on Thursday for our class Christmas lunch and parties. We loved our party
lunch - thank you Miss Jordan and Miss Alders.
In the afternoon every class had their own celebrations. Year R enjoyed lots of dancing (but definitely
not on the tables.
Year 1 played Sleeping Lions and Hot Potato, while Year 2 played Musical Statues
and Musical Bumps. Year 4 watched Nativity Rocks, Year 5 learnt lots of party dances like the
Macarena and the Conga and Year 6 played loads of party games, danced and ate party food.

A Special Visitor of the Winged Variety
On Thursday at the end of the day,
just as the children were leaving
school, a buzzard was spotted by Mr
Booth’s class on the school grounds.
What a magnificent animal.

Christingle Service
This morning each class held their own Christingle Service in their
classrooms. Rev’d Dixon sent through a video for the children to
watch about the Christingles, and the children lit their candles on
their own Christingles, before saying a prayer and blowing the
candle out. Year 3 sang City on the Hill for the other classes to
enjoy.

School Dinners

For your convenience here is a link to the School Dinner menu. The week
beginning the 4th January is week 2 in the cycle.
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/HC3S/PrimaryMenu-November2020.pdf

Diary Dates…...
January

Hampshire Fire Service visiting Year 1 and 6

12th Jan

Year 1 Great Fire of London workshop with Paul Ulson

26th Jan

Year 5 Mayans workshop with Paul Ulson
INSET Days 2020-2021


Monday 22nd February 2021



Friday 28th May 2021



Monday 7th June 2021
School Term & Holiday Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Monday 7th September = First day back for pupils
Monday 26th October-30th October 2020 = Half Term
Friday 18th December 2020 = Last day of Autumn Term
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4th January = First Day of Spring Term
Monday 15th February-19th February 2021 = Half Term
Tuesday 23rd February = First day back for pupils after half term.
Thursday 1st April = Last Day of Spring Term
Summer Term 2021
Monday 19th April = First day back for pupils
Monday 3rd May = Bank Holiday
Monday 31st May-4th June 2021 = Half Term
Friday 23rd July = Last day of term

