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4th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The whole team would like to wish all of our families a very Happy New Year! One of our Christian Values, 

and our focus for this half term is ‘Hope’ and we are all hoping that 2022 will be kinder to us all.  

The DfE guidance for schools has been updated however; the only change applies to secondary schools 

so we thought it would be a good time to reiterate some key points from this guidance that we continue 

to follow.  

Risk Assessment 

This can be found on the Coronavirus Page on our website. It is updated when key changes occur to 

guidance.  

Mixing and Bubbles 

It is no longer a recommendation to keep children in groups known as ‘Bubbles’. This is to ensure children 

are able to experience a full and varied curriculum. Whole school assemblies can take place. Classes can 

come together in the hall to eat their lunch and mix in the playground to play. We will however, make 

adjustments as necessary, as per our risk assessment.  

Close Contacts  

Guidance states that ‘Close contacts in schools are now identified by NHS Test and Trace and education 

settings will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. As with positive cases in any other 

setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent to identify close contacts. 

Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case or their 

parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact ’  

Out of courtesy last term, we sent a parent mail to individual year groups when the first positive case was 

identified due to the high numbers of positive cases within the community and we also sent letters, with 

staff permission, if a class teacher tested positive to inform of class cover but this is not an expectation.  

Isolation 

Taken from the guidance… ‘From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and 

young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-
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19 are strongly advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as 

normal, unless they have a positive test result.  

Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:  

 fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine  

 all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination 

status  

 people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons  

 people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine  

Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily testing of close 

contacts.’ 

Confirmatory PCR Tests 

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result must self-isolate and take a PCR test. 

Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual must continue to self-isolate. 

If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-

test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 

symptoms. 

 Face Coverings 

The guidance states ‘In primary schools, we recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and 

adults (including visitors) when moving around in corridors and communal areas. Health advice continues 

to be that children in primary schools should not be asked to wear face coverings.’ 

Stepping Measures up and Down 

As a school, we continue to assess the ongoing Covid situation and manage it accordingly. The biggest 

message from the Government is that everything possible needs to be done to try to ensure schools 

remain open. Closing a class or wrap-around-care is a last resort but not out of the question. If we are 

unable to provide adequate staff cover, taking into account children’s ages and ratio’s, then we would 

send out a message via Parentmail early in the morning, giving you as much notice as possible.  As you 

are aware from National news reports, there has been a shortage of supply teachers during the pandemic 

and cover is not always possible. In this instance, we would always look to combining classes before 

closing classes knowing that our control measures are in place.  

Control Measures 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.  

2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.  

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.  

4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 
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Attendance 

The guidance states ‘School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a 

priority to ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school.’ 

Remote Education 

Children who have tested positive with Coronavirus will be able to access class work, set by their class 

teacher, on Google Classroom.  

 

We hope you find this information useful and we thank you for your ongoing support through these 

challenging times for everyone.   

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs J Jearrad                                                Mrs A Cole 

Headteacher                                                Deputy Headteacher 

 


